
Thursday, September 24
2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS

10:00 - 11:30

10:00 - 11:30

2:00 - 3:30

2:00 - 3:30

Panel Discussion
SR-71 Missions – Global Reach 

Scott Auditorium

PODs
Where We Went & Didn’t
The Take – Sensors & Maintenance

Century of Flight

PODs
Operational Parameters / Defense
Aircraft Dynamics – The How

Century of Flight

Panel Discussion
Crew Training & Operations

Scott Auditorium

Crew around aircraft for questions and tours throughout the day
POD: small group learning discussions



Friday, September 25
2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS

10:00 - 11:30 Panel Discussion
One SR-71 Operational Day

Scott Auditorium

10:00 - 11:30 PODs
Maintenance – The Key to Survival
Women in the SR-71 Program

Century of Flight

10:30 - 12:00 Aircraft Tours

2:00 - 3:30 PODs
History & Aircraft Development
Mishaps - Intercepts & Ejections

Century of Flight

Scott Auditorium2:00 - 3:30 Panel Discussion
The Record Breakers (Still the Absolute Fastest)

12:00 - 1:15 POD
Steam Gauges and Star Wars

2:00 - 3:30 Aircraft Tours

10:00 - 11:00 Poster Signing Nugteren Hangar

1:00 - 2:00 Poster Signing Nugteren Hangar

3:30 - 4:30 Poster Signing Nugteren Hangar

Century of Flight

Crew around aircraft for questions and tours throughout the day
POD: small group learning discussions



Saturday, September 26
2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS2026 BLACKBIRD DAYS

10:00 - 11:30 Panel Discussion
Operations – How Did It All Work?

Scott Auditorium

10:00 - 11:30 PODs
The Take: Sensors & Defense
The Record Breakers (Q&A)

Century of Flight

10:30 - 12:00 Aircraft Tours

2:00 - 3:30 PODs
Propulsion – Inlet, Engine, Ejector 
The Need for Stealth

Century of Flight

2:00 - 3:30 Aircraft Tours

10:00 - 11:00 Poster Signing Nugteren Hangar

1:00 - 2:00 Poster Signing Nugteren Hangar

2:00 - 3:30 Panel Discussion
SR-71 Program Reflections - The Challenge

Scott Auditorium

Other events throughout the day: WWII reenactors in Scott Hangar, Subject
Matter Experts (SMEs) around various aircraft, mission partners in Rotunda &
Nugteren, food trucks near pavilions, AC-130 open for tours, and various
educational programs offered by National STEM Academy

POD: small group learning discussions
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