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From the  President

Museum Friends,  
   I want to thank you for your support that made the past Fiscal Year at the Museum of
Aviation a resounding success!  To start with, we have published the Museum 2030
Strategic Plan outlining the future.  Museum 2030, this Annual Report, and our soon to be
published Donor Guide will complete our strategic trilogy.   These documents describe our
goals, evaluation metrics, and how you can help.
   A key factor in Museum 2030 is defining our value.  Our value is defined by the experience
of our visitors and program participants and is measured by visitation. Our visitors come to
the Museum of Aviation for a variety of experiences, whether educational, patriotic, or a
personal connection to an exhibit.  This past year saw a 22% increase in visitation numbers. 
Our visitors are international as well as a steady stream of travelers off the I-20 and I-75
interstates.  This is great news not only for us but the entire Middle Georgia area and the
City of Warner Robins. 
   As the Annual Report shows, we have made significant strides in creating improvements in
all three strategic priorities: Preserve, Inspire and Educate.  These enhancements are
focused on improving the visitor experience. The Museum experience is peer-recognized
garnering the Macon Telegraph Best Museum and Best Family Attraction.  Our reviews in
TripAdvisor continually impress with 5-stars as well as other similar reviews from Google,
Sawyer, and other feedback tools.  We are making an impact on our visitors.
   Our volunteers are critical to this impact. This incredible group donated 20,575 hours of
their time completing restoration and archival projects, as well as serving as docents, tour
guides and general support of the Museum.  Since opening in 1984, volunteers have provided
over 1.2 million hours… they are the heartbeat of the Museum.
   As we enter the 40th year of the Museum’s operation, we celebrate this incredible
community support.  We are grateful for the generous time, talent and treasures you provide
so the Museum continues to shine.  We are extremely grateful.  It is my hope this Annual
Report highlights the accomplishments made possible by your generous donations.  

                                                                                     Respectfully,
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Metrics FY23
                                                                      “We experienced a continuing  
                                                              rebound this year with our visitation. 
                                              Overall, we hosted 342,571 guests which
                            represents a 22% growth from the previous year.  Our 
              education numbers also approached historical averages with
45,832 teachers and students attending one of the many education
offerings.  This 36% increase reflects the continuing demand of these
excellent programs.  The Foundation assumed responsibility for military 
events in January 2023 so our Q1 numbers are estimates; still
approximately 40,904 people enjoyed one of the many events hosted by
the Foundation.  The yearly trend shows continued demand for this
evolving program.
   Financially, new budget controls allowed us to end the year on a positive
note with revenues exceeding expenses. This masks the continued
softness of donations and contributions as a reflection of the national
economic outlook.  The Museum community and fundraising events
continue to be the largest source of community generated funds. 
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Identify, acquire, and
maintain historically

significant focal points of
Air Force and Georgia

aviation history.



   This year, the Foundation supported
several projects in support of the
Preserve strategic priority, most
notably, the acquisition of a F-117
Stealth Fighter.  The arrival of this
combat-veteran aircraft generated
excitement and improved the quality of
the Museum collection.  After a
restoration process, this aircraft will be
a future focal point at the Museum.
Several other notable additions
included the only remaining E-8
JSTARS, a Nike Hercules missile that
once provided air defense for Robins
AFB, and a fully restored WWII era L-2
liaison aircraft.
   A top to bottom artifact inventory
was completed earlier this year of over
5,000 items.  Also, a partnership with
Middle Georgia State University was
developed that will digitize the
enormous 483rd Bomb Group
collection while providing students
hands-on experience preserving and
cataloging photographs, documents,
and other ephemera.  This multi-year
project is a great example of
community support and collaboration.
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Inspire all visitors, military
and civilian, through a

historical, educational, 
and patriotic experience.



HERITAGE SERIES
Remembering 
Operation Homecoming

   Over 41,000 people attended one
of the many free events at the
Museum, ranging from change of
commands and retirements to
Family Aviation Day or a Heritage
Series event.  Our two Heritage
Series events, Operation
Homecoming and Remembering
the B-17, focused on highlighting
these historical events.  Former
POWs shared their experiences
during their Homecoming 50 years
ago and world-renowned author,
Donald Miller, shared his thoughts
about the B-17 and the men who
flew it on missions 80 years prior.  
   Our guided Heritage Tours
continued to impress.  Over 9,000
people participated in our guided
tours program and countless
others utilized the self-guided
options.  Our Living History
program brought to life the stories
of D-Day, the Vietnam War, and
other significant events.  
   Again, our volunteers provided an
invaluable service in this endeavor.
In the 40 years since opening, the
Museum has welcomed nearly 
16 million visitors. 
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Create an environment for
life-long learners while

providing a foundation for our
future leaders and workforce.



   The National STEM Academy and
STARBASE Robins continue to serve
families, schools and educators with
premiere educational opportunities
held at the Museum, and through
outreach at school sites and online.   
Nearly 46,000 students and teachers
were collectively served through all
the programs offered during FY23.  
The National STEM Academy served
31,275 students and teachers and
STARBASE served 14,557 students.   
Within the National STEM Academy,
which is funded by the Museum of
Aviation Foundation, there were 7,479
students served in the Exploration
Center’s ACE Field Trip program,
1,567 students in the Mission Quest
Flight Simulation program, and 2,876
teachers served through Professional
Development workshops offered
through the Innovation Center’s
teacher training program.  In addition,
8,415 people attended special 
events supported by the education
programs.  In the 40 years since
opening, the Museum has served over
1,470,000 students and teachers.  
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DONORS
   The Museum of Aviation Foundation depends on the generosity of
individuals, businesses and philanthropic foundations to achieve its
mission of preserving, inspiring and educating its visitors near and far. We
thank each and every one of the following who have made a donation to the
Museum of Aviation Foundation during the Fiscal Year 2023, October 1,
2002 – September 30, 2023. We depend on and appreciate your investment
in the Museum of Aviation. A special thanks to the City of Warner Robins
for their continued generous support of the Museum through the Hotel
Motel Excise Tax.  To all of these friends of the Museum thank you!

Donations of $10,000 and above:
21st Century Partnership
483rd Bombardment Group Association
Charles H. Jones Family Foundation
Cox Communications
Dixie Crow Chapter of the Association
   of Old Crows
Flint Energies
Flint Energies Foundation Inc.
Georgia Power
Georgia Space Grant Consortium
Jeff Smith Automotive
Lockheed Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Marlan Nichols
Honorable Sam Nunn
Robins Financial Credit Union
A Friend of the Museum of Aviation
The Boeing Company
The Peyton Anderson Foundation 
W. Mansfield Jennings Jr. Charitable Trust

Donations between $5,000 - $9,999:
AllClear Logistics
BAE Systems
Ms. Jenny Burdeshaw
Mr. Malcolm Burgess
Burgess Pigment Company
*Macon Coca Cola Bottling Company
Development Authority of Houston County
Embraer Foundation
Graphic Packaging International Perry GA
Griggers Wealth Management
Jack Link's
Leidos
NDIA Central Georgia Chapter
*Nichols Cauley

Donations between $2,500 - $4,999:
A Friend of the Museum of Aviation
*AOK Portable Services
B & D Industrial
*Best Western Plus
Bibb Distributing Company
Cemex, USA
Central Georgia Technical College
Christy Capital Management Inc
Ken Cirilli & Lisa Fruge-Cirilli
Mr. Stanley Decker
Dept of Economic Development
   Georgia Council of the Arts
Ms. Mary Alice Ealer
Fickling & Company, Inc
Five Star Automotive Group
Macon Civic Club
Maj. Gen. & Mrs. Robert McMahon
MetroPower
Mid-Georgia Cogen
Morris Bank
National Bank Products, Inc.
   Honorable Shaw Blackmon
Noblis, Inc.

Continued 
Donations between $5,000 - $9,999:    
 Northrop Grumman
Honorable & Mrs. Sonny Perdue
Roderick S, Flossie R, & Helen M
   Galloway Foundation, Inc.
Terma North America
*WGXA Macon
The Estate of Tessie White
*The Macon Telegraph
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Wiggins



DONORS

Annual Report FY23  |  13

Continued
Donations between $1,000 - $2,499:
Lade Electric Supply
*Lanes Southern Orchards
*Little Sweeties Cakery
Lowe Aviation/Henry Lowe
Lowe Electric Supply
*Marti's Cakes & Catering
Mayer Electrical Supply
*Menchie's
Mid State RV Center Inc
*Moe's Southwest Grill
*Morning By Morning
Mr. Roger Murphey
*Nothing Bundt Cakes
Patton Albertson Miller Group, LLC
Pellicano Construction
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Perdue
Publix Super Markets Charities
Mr. Roger Rawls
Real Estate South & Associates, LLC
*Red Lobster
Mr. Frank Ricigliano
Robins Regional Chamber 
Robins Regional Education Foundation
Rockwell Collins
Satterfield & Dempsey Jewelers
Schuster Enterprises Inc.
Skin Care Physicians of Georgia, PC
Smith, Hawkins, Hollingsworth & 
   Reeves, LLP
*Sonny's Real Pit Bar-B-Q
State Farm Pat Patterson 
   Insurance Agency Inc.
*Sushi Thai
SwirlX
Terracon
*Texas Roadhouse
The Lodge/Randy Meade
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Trotter
Tyonek Manufacturing Group, Inc.
Mr. Robert (Bob) Walker
Walthall Oil Company
WCH Homes, Inc.
*Wilson's Bakery
*Zaxby's of Middle Georgia

Donations between $1,000 - $2,499:
AF Realty Group
American Pride Bank
Andrews Hammock Powell
The Bateman Group
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Bateman, III
Mr. Harry Beardsley
Col. & Mrs. Jeffrey Brett
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Brooks
Butler Automotive Group, Inc.
Cadence Bank
Campers Inn of Macon-Byron
Capital City Bank
*Carrabba's Italian Grill
Chatham Parke LLC
*Cheddar's Scratch Kitchen
Collins Aerospace
Community Foundation of Central Georgia
Mr. & Mrs. Howard (Chris) Davis
*Fazoli's
Ms. Barbara Freeman
Mr. Tim Freeman
*Fruits of Vienna B&B
*Georgia Bob's Barbecue Company
*Georgia Bob's Uncorked
*Georgia Chryslers
Georgia Farm Bureau Federation, Inc
Georgia Military College 
Maj. Gen. & Mrs. Richard Goddard
Maj. Gen. George Harrison
Mrs. Edna Hicks
Houston Healthcare
*Houston Lake Country Club
*Jail Creek Winery
*Jimmy John's 
Brig. Gen. John & Brig. Gen. Tanya Kubinec
L3Harris Technologies

Continued
Donations between $2,500 - $4,999: 
Mrs. Liane Nugteren
*Papa Johns
Perdue Farms Inc.
PPC Foundation
TeleDevices, LLC
Walmart
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Donations between $250 and $499:
Mr. Edward Andrews
Mr. Mark Bayer
Mr. Howard Fraley
H2 Capital, Inc.
HM Advisors
Dr. Vernard Hodges
Houston Lake Country Club
The Imaging Center of Warner Robins
Mr. Willie Jones

Donations between $10 - $249:
A Friend of the Museum of Aviation
Mr. Wayne Abbott
Mr. Burney Adams
Advanced Project Consulting
Dr. Ivan Allen
Mr. Thomas Baker
Mrs. Thomas Belisle
Best Western Plus
Ms. Gayle Breneman
Mr. Foster Brin
Mr. Steven Burgauer
Ms. Alice Campbell
Century 21 Homes & Investments
Classical Conversations of
   Warner Robins
Mr. David Cohen
Mr. Jimmy Connell
Mrs. Carolyn Crayton
Col. Anthony Cushenberry
Col. Philip Davis
Mr. Ralph Davis
Mr. Jack Deaton
Mr. Ted Deese
Mr. Richard Delaney
Col. Paul Dilling
Mr. Ray Durham
Mr. Charles Edwards
Mr. Forrest Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Darrel Ekstrom
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Epps
F3 Solutions
Mr. Kenneth Fawcett
Mr. Grant Fossum II
Mr. Paul Foster
Mr. Kyle Fox

Donations between $500 - $999:
A Friend of the Museum of Aviation
Air Force Association of Georgia
Atrium Health Navicent
Representative Bethany Ballard
Beadles & Dunham Family Fund
*Bibb Distributing Company
Charity Golf International
Cherokee Brick and Tile
CLH CPA's, LLC
Conditioned Air, Inc.
Mr. Wendell Couch
Curry Maffett Insurance Company
Honorable Robert Dickey
Mr. James Dralle
Eagle Gun Range, Inc.
Mr. Guy Eberhardt
Golden Key Realty/Kathy Balletto
Greer Wealth Advisors of Raymond James
*Houston Healthcare
Mr. Deryl Israel
Dr. Christopher Jones
Mr. Bryan Miles
Mr. & Mrs. David Morley
Mr. Jeremy Nelms
Raffield Tire Master
S&K Aerospace LLC
S&K Logistics LLC
Service Master of Middle Georgia
State Farm
   Andy Thomas Financial Services
Stifel Nicolaus
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Sturm
Synovus
Mr. Neal Talton
The Miner Agency

Continued
Donations between $250 - $499:
Mr. Alan Kimball
Mr. Donald Klise
Mercer Engineering & Research Center
Robins Spouses Club
Mr. Bill Stembridge
Mr. Larry Walker
Ms. Debra Wilson
Mr. David Zurfluh
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*Indicates an in-kind donation.

Disclaimer: If are errors in this list, we apologize in advance and ask that
you contact Kate Zidek, Director of Engagement and Fund Development
(478-926-2791) so that we may correct our records. Thank you for your
understanding.

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Northrup
Mr. James Odil
Mr. Dennis Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Mike O'Neal
Mr. Buck Pearson
Ms. Erika Powelson
Premier Staffing Unlimited
Raytheon Technologies
Rigby's Entertainment Complex
Robins Airman & Family Readiness 
   Activities Council (RAFRAC)
Mr. Dominick Ruggero
Dr. John Sandefur
Mr. Ned Sanders
Mr. Clint Satterthwaite
Ms. Felicia Seguin
Mrs. Elizabeth Skinner
Mrs. Kerry Smith
Mrs. Melissa Spalding
Mr. Tracy Stuckey
Mr. Don Tate
Team Robins Community
   Action Group
Ms. Elaine Thacker
Mr. Bret Tinney
Mr. Michael Van Der Heyden
Mr. Patrick Walrath
Mr. Shawn Walrath
Warner Robins CVB
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Westwood
Ms. Alexa Wilson
Mr. Michael Wisniewski
Mr. Robert Young
YOURWOOD Creations
Sharron Philo & Mike Zidek

Continued
Donations between $10 and $249: 
Ms. Denise Kay Joes Freeman
Mr. William Freeman
Georgia Golden Olympics
Georgia State Society NSDAC
Col. William Goodwin
Ms. Amanda Graves
Ms. Lucy Greene
Mr. Kennedy Hall
Ms. Sally Heard
Mr. Timothy Holman
Huey Magoos
Dr. Tyrus Ivey
J & J Heating and Air
Mrs. Candi James
Jersey Mike's Sub
Mr. Glenn Johnson
Joy Robertson Agency, Allstate
Ms. Marsha Kapiloff
Ms. Pamela Key
Mr. Steven Kirchoff
Ms. Deborah Koenig
Mr. David Kowalski
Mr. Stephen Kowalski
Mr. Murray Law
Mr. Keith Lewis
Mr. John Longo
Dr. Edward Ludwig
Magnolia Bryan
Mighty Cause
Mr. Eric Miller
Mr. Eric Millican
Mr. James Moorehead
Ms. Julie Neckman
Mr. Don Netzinger
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