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A Special Day

Last year, | esked, "Whas does Veterans
Day mean to you?” L hope all of yvou have fourd
meaning in this special day and are ablz 1o share
it privately or publicly.
Cne of the privileges
I hawe as Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America (PVA)
natkynid president is to
receive a daily email from
the Deparsmoent of Vit
erans Affairs (V&) high-
Eighting the day’s current
veteran-redated stories
and ending with a2 "vet-
eran of the day” story.
Thevetersn of theday
stvies range from heroic
1o murvdaree. Tm ths nkful
fust knowing 1 hata man
oy woknen raked his orber
sight hand and swore w pro-
rect ardd serve this country
in g miliery uniform.
Recenth: [ watched
chemevie 22 Srrong about
the Arst 1.5, Army Special
Forees ihreen Bereis) mem-
bars whe fought in Afghanistan afer the 9015
artacks. Special Forces and Clperations person-
nel have eighefully earned more distinguished
recognition for their bravery and selfless service,
Instead of doing a history piece on Veter-
ans Day, Twould like to briefly tell you a story
aboue distinguished 115, Alr Force veteran

. Brig. Gen. Robert Lee Scott i,
InSeprember, I ventto Warner Robins, Ga.,

to meetwith former PVA emploves Gwen Davis,
wlbe now works at the Musewm of Avistion
Foundation at Bobins Alr Force Base, 1esee if
our teen oTganrizations could collaborate.

Heerned who Scout was and abour bis
many impressive accomplishmenes right
before the foundation’s board meeting. The
interesting thing § fearned was that we both
served at the now-ciosed Williams Air Force
Base in the suburhan Phoonds ares,
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While I was serving there from 1957 10
LEES, he was retired and fliving a couple of
tons mway. ooked up o pilots ke Scote, He
was one of the men who few planes that many
people worked on and who trasted oar skills
and craftsmanship with their lives while Bying
irscomnbat and ndn-combat eyissions,

Scoitwas p mative
Genrgianwhe graduated
froen ehe ELS. Military
- Academyand servedin
the Linited States Avmy
- dir Forees (USAF) dor-
inng World War IT. He ilew
psmneroles aireraft on 388
combak missions and 925
freiers fron July §942 to
Oitoboer 1943, Seote shot
dorwn 14 fapanese aircraft
and is noted as one of
fmerica’s cariiest fying
zees of the war.

He served a 2h-vear
career in the Army and
USAF and worked in sev-
ergl career lebds and peog-
ects altar his service. Soot
alzso wrote a dozen books,
the most famous being
The Draiy § Gueesedd thie Sky
and God Is My Co-Pilor, which was made into a
movie about his life story,

Scott continued Lo iy after the service
well into kis 80s, After his wile passed away.
he nured from Arizona back to Warner Robins
to raise mwareness and money for the Musenm
of Aviarion Foundation.

He passed away in 2006 at age 97 and
wasburied in Arlington Natiena! Cemetery
inArdingten, Va., with full military hanors. To
jearaanone about him, visit afanilAbour-Us?
Plographtes and tvpe his name ineo the biog-
tagsy search portal, or pug his name it the
srarch engine of vour choice.

To a¥l of the men and women wio served
this nation in military unifesm, | hombly
thank you sl and may this Veterans Daybe a
greal day for vou! &




